
your wedding day photography

The wedding day timeline: it’s the #1 thing that can make or break your photography! These pages outline a model wedding day. This 

timeline assumes a 6:00 ceremony time, a first look, and everything being at one venue.  Most weddings will vary from this timeline, 

especially if you skip a first look, must travel between your getting ready, ceremony, and reception sites, or if you have a large family 

or small wedding party. Planning your timeline from scratch? Start with the ceremony, and map out the day from there!  

My couples tell me again and again how much they love having these beautiful shots. It’s an important part of the story, 

and I love time to shoot the dress, shoes, invitations, bouquets + bouts, cufflinks, rings, etc. These shots help me warm 

up for the rest of the day. As I’m shooting details, I’m also capturing some shots of you and your attendancts getting 

ready.  45 minutes

personal details 2:30 - 3:15 

TIMELINE

This is one of my favorite parts of the day! After the you take your time seeing one another, I’ll begin taking a few romantic 

portaits whileyou’re still excited! I’ll take care of the locations for these shots, though I’m open to suggestions! Why? 

Because the LIGHT determines where we shoot, and I can’t determine that until I’m there!  35 - 45 minutes

4:00 - 4:45first look + couple’s portraits

I buffer in extra time throughout the day just in case anything unexpected holds us up. One way to make sure we stay 

on schedule for group pictures is to make sure people with boutonnieres put them on BEFORE they arrive for portraits. 

During wedding party portraits, I’ll make sure to get some great shots of both sides of the wedding party, separately AND 

together. Once we’re done, the bride can go into hiding so early guests don’t sneak a peek. Ushers can begin their duties.   

35 minutes

4:50 - 5:25wedding party portraits

After details, if there’s a bride, it’s time for the her to get into her dress! I encourage mom and any attendants to be 

dressed before the bride, so everyone looks nice in those images. Once dressed, the bride can put on her jewelry, 

veil, shoes, etc. and I will shoot bridal portraits! Depending on the light in your getting ready room, we may step into 

another room for accessories and portraits. Gentlemen, your getting ready celebration is important, too (but usually 

not as long). My second shooter will join you for 20-30 minutes while you celebrate and put on your fancy duds. 

30-45 minutes

getting ready + portraits 3:15 - 4:00



If the reception is in the same location as the ceremony, I’ll use this time to shoot the reception decor UNTOUCHED. If 

the ceremony and reception are in different locations, it’s great (if you can) to have cocktail out OUTSIDE of the main 

reception area so I can grab some great shots of your reception before the night begins and guests start laying down 

purses, coats, and drinks! And of course, no matter where your ceremony and reception are, we’ll be sure to get some 

great shots of your ceremony venue, as well. 15-20 minutes

venue details 5:30 - 5:50

It’s time to get married! Most ceremonies are about 30 minutes long, give or take. If your ceremony is longer than 20 

minutes, don’t sweat it -- we’ll make adjustments to the timeline! Cherish these moments -- your ceremony will pass by 

so quickly!  30 minutes

the ceremony 6:00 - 6:30

Family formals normally take place  immediately following the ceremony. It’s best to save all of the family formals until after 

the ceremony because ALL family members will be present at that time. We’ll need about 30 minutes for family formals, 

andI’ll send a questionaire before the wedding where you can list out the shots that you want. I recommend shooting 

portraits outdoors (if possible) so that they resemble more natural family portraits, especially if the ceremony location is dark!   

30 minutes

family formals 6:40 - 7:10

This is when the party begins! By this part of the day, my timeline is more relaxed. We’re no longer racing against the 

sun for portraits, so timing isn’t as crucial, and I can just focus on the reception events as they unfold. I recommend 

purchasing enough wedding coverage as part of your package to cover the cake cutting or first 30 minutes of open 

dancing (whichever comes later). 

the reception 7:30 - 9:00

Technically, these are optional, but I HIGHLY recommend them. I ADORE having a few extra minutes with my 

couples to sneak out and take a few “just married” portraits, during “golden hour” 20-30 minutes  before sunset 

(usually 7:00 in the summer, but we’ll look it up  for your wedding date for the exact time). Since it’s sunset-based, 

this bit of your day can fall anywhere from during cocktail hour to sometime during the reception. Between the 

glowing light, and the glow on both of your faces from being actually married these photos are ALWAYS cherished.  

15-20 minutes just before sunset

golden hour portraits 7:15*

at a  glancedetails: 45 minutes

wedding party: 35 minutes

couple’s portraits:  35-45 minutes

golden hour: as much as you’ll give me!

getting ready: 30-45 minutes family formals: 30 minutes

Travel tip! travel on a wedding day takes longer than you think. Plan for 1.5x as much time as you ought to need. Should it take 20 minutes to get 
there? Give it 30 minutes in the timeline. This has saved us headaches at so many weddings!


